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THIRD    TEN    THOUSAND. 


''  Thankfulness"  is  the  motto  which  should 
be  engraved  on  the  heart  of  every  English 
Christian ;  for  of  all  nations  we  especially 
are  surrounded  with  the  thickest  cluster  of 
blessings. 

But  why  should  we  be  more  thankful  now 
than  at  other  times  ?  Why  does  God  just 
now  expect  English  hearts  to  throb  with  gra- 
titude, and  English  lips  to  pour  forth  words 
of  praise?  Because  he  has  unusually  blest 
us.  His  mercies  are  ever  falling  like  dew 
upon  us  ;  but  lately  they  have  come  down 
in  showers. 

Look  at  the  glorious  harvest  which  has 
just  been  gathered  in  !  There  have  been 
many  good  harvests ;  but  there  has  generally 
been  some  little  drawback.  One  year,  per- 
haps, our  fields  have  stood  thick  with  corn ; 
but  then  came  a  week  or  two  of  wet,  just  as 
we  were  getting  it  in.  Another  year  the 
rain   kept   off,   and  the  sun   shone,  during 
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harvest-time  :  but  then  the  crop  was  short. 
This  summer,  however,  we  have  had  the  two 
blessings  together — an  abundant  crop,  and  a 
blessed  time  for  harvesting  it.  Never  has 
such  a  season  been  known.  It  has  been  a 
sort  of  pattern  harvest. 

And  mark  when  these  blessings  have  come 
— when  we  most  want  them — when  Russian 
fields  no  longer  furnish  us  with  wheat,  and  a 
foreign  war  draws  from  us  all  that  we  can  spare. 
God  has  opened,  as  it  were.  His  treasure- 
house  to  supply  us,  just  at  the  very  time 
when  our  *'  barrel  of  meal,"  and  our  '^  cruse 
of  oil,"   were  likely  to  fail  us. 

Have  we  thanked  God  for  all  this?  Doubtless 
here  and  there  a  grateful  heart  has  drawn  near 
to  Him  in  secret.  Perhaps  you,  dear  Reader, 
are  one  of  these  thankful  ones.  It  may  be 
that  on  your  bended  knees  you  have  echoed 
the  words  of  David,  and  said,  ''  Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me 
bless  his  holy  name :  bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits." 

But  this  is  not  enough.  No,  we  must  one 
and  all  praise  God,  As  a  Nation  we  have 
been  blest,  and  as  a  Nation  we  must  offer  up 
our  united  thanksgivings.  Our  Queen  thinks 
so ;  our  Rulers  think  so  ;  our  People  think 
so.  And  am  I  not  right  in  saying  that  ''God 
expects    England    to    be    thankful "  ?     The 


Lord's  hand  has  lately  been  stretched  out 
against  us.  War  and  pestilence  have  in 
turn  reached  us.  These  are  two  of  God's 
''  sore  judgments."  And  why  not  a  third  ? 
Why  has  not  Famine  also  stared  us  in  the 
face  ?  Simply  because  our  God  is  a  God  of 
mercy.  "  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  child- 
ren," so  hath  he  pitied  us.  He  has  ''stayed 
his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  east 
wind."  And  lo,  when  we  had  deserved 
Scarcity,  he  has  blest  us  with  Plenty ;  so  that 
now ''our  garners  are  full,  affording  all  manner 
of  store." 

The  First  of  October  is  appointed  for  a 
GENERAL  THANKSGIVING  DAY.  Let 
us  remember  that  "  Thankfulness  ''  is  to 
be  our  motto  on  that  day. 

But  have  we  no  sins  to  deplore  at  this 
time — ^no  cause  for  humbling  ourselves  be- 
fore God  ?  Are  there  no  Visitations  which 
we  would  ask  Him  to  remove  from  amongst 
us  ?  Yes  ;  but  whilst  we  bear  these  in  mind, 
still  let  the  foremost  feeling  in  our  hearts  be 
that  of  thankfulness — thankfulness  that  our 
judgments  are  not  heavier,  and  that  there  is 
so  large  a  mixture  of  mercy  with  them — and 
thankfulness  for  all  the  benefits  that  God  for 
his  dear  Son's  sake  hath  bestowed  upon  us. 

And  now  for  a  hint  or  two  as  to  how 
we  should  observe  the  Thanksgiving  Day, 


1 .  Be  sure  to  attend  every  service  in  the 
House  of  God.  '*  Enter  into  his  gates  with 
thanksgiving, and  into  his  courts  with  praise.'' 

2.  If  the  Holy  Communion  is  administer- 
ed, (and  what  can  be  more  fitting?)  let 
David's  grateful  feeling  be  ours,  "  What  shall 
I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits 
towards  me  ?  J  will  take  the  cup  of  salvation, 
and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

3  Make  some  Thankoffering  to  God. 
Perhaps  some  special  object  may  be  proposed 
by  your  Minister.  If  not,  1  would  name  our 
great  Missionary  Societies.  In  the  wide  field 
of  the  world  there  is  a  harvest  of  souls  to  be 
gathered  in.  And  of  this  Jesus  spoke,  when 
he  said  ''  The  Harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but 
the  Labourers  ai^e  few.''  Let  us  help  then 
to  send  forth  more  Labourers  into  the  Lord's 
harvest. 

Brother  Christians,  tell  out  your  mercies 
to  Him  who  is  the  great  Giver  of  them.  Let 
there  be  no  cold  hearts  among  us — no  closed 
lips.  But  let  one  united  utterance  of  praise 
burst  forth  throughout  our  land. 

"  Let  the  people  praise  Thee,  O  God  ; 

YEA,   LET  ALL  THE  PEOPLE  PRAISE  ThEE." 

By  the  same  Author, 
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